Arrow Valley First School

Writing Rationale

Intent:

At Arrow Valley First School, we believe that witing is an integral part of education and success in
society. We aim to provide a high-quality writing curriculum that teaches children how to speak and
listen effectively (Using our strong emphasis on developing oracy across school) and to write and
communicate ideas effectively for a variety of audiences. This well help to fully prepare our pupils for
the next step of their learning journey. We are determined that every child will learn to write with
fluency and automaticity which enables them to flourish in all aspects of the school curriculum.

At Arrow Valley Primary our children:

e Through the use of Kinetic Letters, learn to form the letters of the alphabet accurately in
EYFS, developing fluency in Year |. In year 2 and beyond children learn cursive writing in
order to write with speed and consistency with an explicit handwriting book used to
practice this key skill.

e Learn to structure sentences correctly, learning a range of grammatical conventions as
stated in the National Curriculum.

e Become accurate spellers by developing the phonic knowledge learnt in EYFS and KSI and
learning spelling rules and conventions in KS2.

e  Apply their handwriting, grammatical and spelling knowledge to write creatively for a range
of different audiences and purposes.

Implementation:

Writing in EYFS is taught using the Letters and sounds, but the school will be fully implementing
Read Write Inc in September 2022. The scheme includes both a reading and a writing focus. Further
details can be found in the Reading and phonics policy.

Kinetic letters is taught throughout the school supporting pupils writing to become automatic.

From Years |-4, English is taught via a learning journey based around a range of high-quality texts -
which link to our wider curriculum- are used to inspire children to write creatively in a variety of
genres. Children are taught to write for audience and purpose. Their work is shared and celebrated
in a variety of ways.



Children are also taught to apply their writing skills in other curriculum areas such as: answering key
learning questions in History, Geography and RE; evaluating their work in DT and Art and reporting
their findings and conclusions in science.

Substantive and disciplinary knowledge

In writing, substantive knowledge is the ability to effectively plan, draft and construct writing for
different purposes. When constructing writing, this involves knowledge of structural, grammatical,
and linguistic features as well as knowledge of spelling and handwriting.

Disciplinary knowledge is the ability to evaluate and edit text and apply substantive knowledge to
effectively write for a range of audiences and purposes. It is not only demonstrating fluency when
using different devices in writing, but it is the ability to ‘write with the ear’; to hear what audiences
would and to make choices based on effectiveness and coherence. This teaches children to think
critically and creatively and to apply substantive knowledge skills.

From year |, children are encouraged to begin to edit their writing. Pupils respond to areas
highlighted in pink by their class teacher and respond in an appropriate way. . Editing work is taught
gradually across the school, with an increasing level of independence sought.



